various connective tissue diseases,' its consequences depending on the size, site, and number of blood vessels affected.2 Diagnosis is difficult and may require invasive investigation. Small vessel vasculitis rarely causes serious internal organ dysfunction, in contrast with the aneurysmal or occlusive lesions of small and medium muscular arteritis. 1 There is no laboratory investigation that distinguishes between these, nor that consistently reflects disease activity.2 6 Factor VIII related antigen (FVIII RAg) has been proposed as a marker of vascular damage. 1 Factor VIII RAg levels in patients with vasculitis and in controls. *p<000J.
RAg: one had relatively minor systemic symptoms, but the other had classical multisystem disease with skin, joint, and lung symptoms as well as renal involvement. In contrast, FVIII related antigen levels were normal in all patients with small vessel vasculitis (mean (SD) 110.3 (35-7)%, NS). These results were repeatable and remained within the normal range in serial studies in a number of patients. FVIII RAg levels were also normal in the two patients with Schonlein-Henoch purpura with systemic involvement (renal disease). In the two patients with large vessel vasculitis (Takayasu's arteritis) increased levels of FVIII RAg were detected (189%, 280%).
Disease controls (Fig. 2) Rheumatoid arthritis. FVIII RAg was not raised in patients with rheumatoid arthritis without distinct (CRP) shows that the latter was a poor indicator of disease activity in these patients. It was sometimes normal at presentation, and changes did not reflect the clinical response to treatment, remaining either raised or normal throughout in six of the seven patients (Fig. 3) .
A patient with polyarteritis nodosa was studied closely over nine months (Fig. 4) (Fig. 4) It is not simply a secondary effect, an acute phase response, but is probably directly reflecting the pathological process in the vessel. To establish fully whether it has a role as a routine investigation procedure requires further experience, but its measurement is simple and appears to offer more than is currently available in the assessment of vasculitis, either occurring de novo or as a feature of connective tissue disease. 
